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compensation fee on the gallon basis, the
Crown Law Department have devised =a
means by which payment of fees can be
spread over the year. It would be impos-
sible to collect at the beginning of the year
an adequate licensing fee on a depot hand-
ling, say, 100,000 gallons in a year; and to
an extent this would hold good also with
both the distributer and the producer.
Therefore it is necessarv that the hoard
should have this additional power, so that
the fees can he collecied throughout
the year. It is provided in the Bill,
where the maximum  amouni of 24
per cent. is fixed. It could not be
tnken straight on a gallen hasis, but
it can be done on a percentage basis. Alse
power is given to the board to sue for the
amounts. If they are to earry on and finanee
their work, they must have this additional
power, I ask the House to treat this amend-
ment as very important indeed, as posi-
tively necessary. As to the small shops, if
a record had to be kept of the quantity of
milk sold ab sueh shops, the shopkeeper
would have to keep the record and so, too
would the board. We do not want to set up
an elaborate organisation; we are keeping
the stafi as small as possible, and therefore
it has been decided that a fee of £1 shall
be imposed on those distributing not more
than 1,000 gallons a year. This ¢an be col-
lected in a lump sum instead of the pay-
ment being spread over the year, The Bill
is essentially one for Committes, so I do not
know that I need say any more. If further
explanations are vequired, they can he given
in Cowmittee. I think we can congratulate
ourselves on having constituted the board,
which by its energy and capasity, and the
manner in which it has applied itself to a
very diffieult task, has enrried out its duties
in a most enmmendable way. Already it has
set np an organisation which is reasonably
efficient and which as time goes on will be-
come still more efficient. What was regarded
last year as an experiment has proved in
actual practice to be of considerable benelfit
to the producer whom we desire to assist,
and there have been very few complaints
from the distributing section, Those eom-
plaints that might be justified are easily
remedied, and so in the main we can say that
the endeavour to organise the whole milk
supply has been reasonahly successful, and
that the amendments asked for by the board
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should be agreed to with a view to assisting
them in the task they have undertaken. 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Ferguson, debate ad-
journed.

House edjourncd at 9.17 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p., and read prayvers.

QUESTION—TRATYFIC, RED.LETTER
LICENSE PLATES.

Hon. A. THOMSOX asked the Chief See-
retary: 1, Ts it corrcct that the Traffic
Branch of the PPolice Department are refus-
ing to grant red letter plate licenses to carv-
viers? 2, If so, what authority, or which

section of the Traffic Act, empowers the de-

partment to refuse to grant such licenses?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
Licenses were refused, but are now being
issued.

QUESTION—ENGINE-DRIVER’S
CERTIFICATE.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS asked the Chief
Seeretary: Will he lay on the Table all
papers, documents, and records of the In-
spection of Machinery Department relating
to the restrietion endorsed on first-class en-
pine-driver’s eertificate of service No, 834,
issued to John Henry Fox?
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The CHIEF SECRETARY replied:
There is no ohjection to the papers heing
laid on the Table, but 1 would very much
prefer it if the hon. member would move
a maotion in accordance with the procedure
of the Housc.

BILL—FINANCIAL EMERGENCY TAX
ASSESSMENT ACT AMENDMENT.

Recommitial.

On motion by Hon. R, G, Moore, Bill re-
committed for the purpose of further con-
sidering Clauses 3 and 4 and for consider-
ing new clauses.

In Commitiee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Chief
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 4 (i
previously amended) :

Hon. R. G. MOORE: T move an amend-
ment—

That in lien of paragraph (a) the following
be ingerfed:—‘by deleting the words ‘ twenty-
one’ in paragraph (b}, amdl inserting in Teu
thereof the word ‘thirty.’ ™’

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I oppose the
amendment, on grounds which I previously
stated.

Hon. R. G. MOORE: I have previously
given my reasons for this amendment. The
exemption of £1 in the Act I regard as too
low, and the exemption of £2 in the Bill
1 regard as too high. The present amend-
ment in my opinion represents the happy
medinm. On an inecome of £1 per week the
tax would be n hardship, hut out of an in-
come of 30s. it ean bhe met. The exemption
of 30s. will mean the bringing of a large
number of workers within the scope of the
Bill. A worker having commitments sueh
as life insurance would find it almost im-
possible to carry on at £1 per week while
paying taxation, but at 30s. per week it
would still bhe possible for him ta pay a
small tax, Although the amount collected
from each individual under the amendmeni
would be small, the aggregate wonld mnteri-
ally assist the Government.

Hou. J. J, HOLMES: T am sorry T ecan-
not suppert the amendment. Only yester-
dny the Committee ont-voted it by two to one
and decided to adhere to the existing exemp-
tion. Whilst Mr. Moore says this proposed

[COUNCIL.]

exemption will not mean very much, I think
something like £50,000 was collected from
this section of the community last year.
Since the money is required for the employ-
ment of men, it is not asking too much that
those on simall wages and salaries, who enjoy
all the trve serviees provided by the State,
shall stand up and help, more particularly
in view of the fact that until last yvear they
never paid anything at all towards the cost
of Government. They have never had to
pay income tax, although all other sections
of the conununity have had to pay it. 1
hope the Comunittee will not reverse the de-
cision arrvived al yesterday.

Hen, E, H. H. ITALL: Last night Mr.
Gray remarked upon young people who had
to eontrihute to thelr parents support, and
saidl we wonld he taxing them twice. But
the Act distinetly provides exemption for
voung people whoe enn prove to the satisfac-
tion of the Commissioner that they are regu-
lavly contributing to the maintenance of any
wembers of their family. There are thou-
sands of young people, children of well-to-
do parents, who would willingly pay this
tax. Tt is only right that the children of
well-to-do parents should pay it.

Hon. G. FRASER : The children of well-
to-do parents will not come within the
exemption, beeause in the majority of in-
stanees they are in reeeipt of move than
£2 per week. The people who will be
citught are the childven of parents not so
well off, for they nre to he found in minor
jobs.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall; There is but the one
law for the children of well-to-do parents
and the childven of other parents.

Hon. G. FRASER: Most well-to-do par-
ents are fortunate in that they ean get their
children into good positions.

Hon, A, THOMSON: I wish the hon.
wember were right. I suppose he would say
L am fairly well-to-do. Nevertheless I have
not beenr able to get a joh for one very close
and dear to me. T hope the Committee will
stand by their decision of last night. Since
the purpose of this tax is to provide em-
ployment for the unemployed, surely those
in receipt of salavies should contribute a
little towards the aid of their less fortunate
fellow men. In this, every section of the
conpmunity should pay its quota.

Hon. M. V. PIESSE: When we voted
vesterday we did so knowing that we would
have the right to vote to-day in favour of
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Mr. Moore's amendment. 1 will support

the amendment,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hepe the
Committee did not think | wished to brush
Mr. Moore's amendment axide. 1 do not
agree with it, beeanse 1t is not in aceordance
with our poliey, but it is hetter than the
amendment  carried  vesterday and it it
comes to a division | will support Mr,
Movore’s amendment.

Hon, J. J, HOLMES: The unemployed
have heen treated more liberally in  this
State than in any other State, not even ex-
cepting (Queenslml,  We hear a Iot nbout
the voung mmen on small and  sal-
aries, bt if any member cares to walk
around Perth be will see those yvoung men
with bare heads—which is fashionable fo-
day—-and not only bare heads but with per-
manent waves in their hair. a treatment
costing at the very least 7s. Gd. each.

The CHAIRMAXN: 1 hope the hon, mem-
ber will eonnect that up with the amend-
nment,

Hon, J. J. HOLMESR : Tt shows how these
voung men spend their money, which we
are asked to make up from the thrifty
people of the State.

Hon. R, G, MOORE: Has Mr. Holmes
ever heard of people on €1 o week having
permanent waves anid indulging in expen-
sive amnsements? Tt is those in hetter posi-
tions who get their hair permanently waved
and «n to the pictore shows. Personally, T
like to see a girl with a permanent wave; T
have alwavs admired it.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But T was =peak-
ing of the boys with their permament waves,

Hon. R. G. MOORE : Something has been
siaid of the children of well-to-do people.
In my experience well-to-do peaple do not
zo in for children.

Ton. W. J. Mann: You do not want to
amend the Aet for that, do yon?

ITon. R. G. MOORE: Are we going to
penalise a great pumber of people. merely
beeanse & few wealthy people have children
earning who can afford to pay the tax?
Thousands of those earning small money
have commitments to meet out of their £1
per week. Of eourse there may be a few
living with their parents, hut that is no rea-
gon why others should he penalised.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: The ~tatement~ thal
have heen made about the hatless and “per-
manent waved” young men is a refleetion

wages
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ot thonsands of them who have heen let
down by the older memnbers of the commun-
ity. It they were all gathered in a hall, 1
would challenge Mr. Holmes to address them
in the language that e used here this after-
noon. The biggest sufferers to-day are ihe
voung men, and they comprise some of the
hest types the country can produce. They
have a veal and genuine grievance again-t
every phase of soeiety. I am supporting
Ay, Moore’s amendment hecanse it is bet-
ter than that passed Inst night.

lion. . F. BAXTER: The voung people
of to-day are without rexponsibility. At
the present time they are contributing only
to the extent of the hospital tux.  Why there
shoulil be all this tight on their behalf I do
not know.  What is the proposed tax for?
It is required to provide employment for
the voung men themselves, and those who
are earning £1 a week or even a little more
showld contribute =omething for the less for-
tunately situated. I hope the House will
not alter yesterday's decision. nor elange the
exemption= thot have been in oxistence. T
ean see no justifieation for any such altera-
tions.

Hono U, SEDDOXN: [ =hall support My,
Moore™s amendment, not hecause I hold a
brief for the young people wha are earning
wages, o murh us for the man who is In
part-time work. That man is having a hard
Lattle, and is entitled to receive all the help
he can wet.

Hon, L. B. BOLTON: Personally 1 con-
~Mder we are wasting a lot of fime and sym-
pathy on a elass who really wonld not ap-
preciate it,  For a number of vears I was
clusely associnted with the public hospital,
where a  debit wa~ raised agoinst each
patient treated.  \ecounts were rendered on
the discharge of the patients, and my experi-
ence was that in almost every instanee those
peaple, puor as they were, preferred to pay
=mnething towurds liquidating the aecount.
So T feel that these who are earning, sav,
only 21s.. will feel that they are entitled to
pay their small quota towards the taxation
of the country.

Amendent put, ond a division taken with
the following result :—
Aves .. .- oo 12
Noes . . .. .o 13

Majority against

—
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AVES.
Han, J. M, Drew Hoa. T. Moore
Hon, J. T. Franklin Hon. Sir C. Nathan
on. G, Fraser Hon, H. V, Piesse
Hon. E. H. Gray Hon. H. Seddon
Hon. W. H. Kitson Hon. C. H. Wittenoom
Hon. R. G, Moore Hon. E. H. Harris
(Zeller,)
Nogs. .
Hon. L. B. Bolien ifon. JJ. Nicholsen

L.
Hon. E. 1. H. Hall
Hon. V. Hamersley
Hon. J, .J, Holmes
Hon. J. M. Mactarlane
Hon. W. J. Mann
Hon. G. W. Miles

Hon. E. Rase

Hon. A. Thomson

Honp. Sir E. Wittennom

Hon. H. J. Yelland

Hon, C. F. Baxter
(Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon, R. G. MOORE:
ment—

I move an amend-

That in line 5 of paragraph (¢) the words
““ten shillings®? be struck oul.

The eilect of the amendment will he to re-
duce the figure of £3 10s, to £3. My reason
for moving the amendment is that I am
much coucerued about those who are on the
basic wage in various industrial districts at
the present time. The amendment will hring
in all at £3. Workers in the metropolitan
area are totally exempt from the tax as the
Bill now stands, whereas in several other
districts those who are considerably below the
basiec wage will have to pay the tax.
My contention is that all should be in or all
out. I do not ngree with the policy of mak-
ing fish of one and flesh of aunother. The
warkers on the goldfields have to make a
numher of compulsory levy payments that
the workers in the metropolitan area escape,
That makes the position of the goldfields
worker mneh more difficali than that of his
fellow worker in the city. People in the
metropolitan arvea who receive the hasie
wage, will be exempt from the emergency
tax, whereas workers on the goldfields who
receive in actnal wages 15s. less than the
basic rate, will have to pay the tax. I ean
cite a typical ease to show what a worker on
the goldfields bas to pay. A man on the
Sonth Kalgurli mine works 13 shifts a fort-
night, for which he receives 16s. 4d. per
shift. He has to work one Sunday a fort-
night for which he receives 4s. 1d. more than
for an ordinary shift. Dedueted from his
pay are a number of charges, including 3s.
for the mediecal fund, 1s. 6d. for mine work-
ers’ relief and 1s. 43d. for hospital tax.
That means that fortnightly he has 5s. 10%d.
deducted from his pay, without the financial
emergeney tax heing taken into considera.
tion at all. In the metropolitan area a
worker receiving the same rate would he
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required to pay Lhe hospital tax only. Then
again a worker on the goldfields whe is in
receipt of the basic wage wonld have to pay
3s. a fortnight for the medical fee, 1s. fd.
tor mine workers’ relief and 1s. hospital
tax. His emergency tax would wmount to
2s. 8d., so that the man would have to face a
deduction of 8s. 2d. a fortnight from his
pay.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That man gets £8 12«
a fortnight and is doing a lot better than
many of us.

Hon. RB. G. MOORE: In Perth the maa
on the basic rate of wages will have to pay
the hospital tax only. The workers shounld
e treated equitably, and my proposal would
have that effect. If the Government think
that £3 is a little on the low side for taxa-
tion purposes, they could rednee the fax
proportionately. T they agree to my amend-
ment, it will mean they will receive a larger
amount in taxation than under their own
proposal, wlich exempts one section of
workers in reecipt of the basic wage and
applies the tax lo another seetion also in
receipt of the hasic wage.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I support the amend-
ment. 1 helieve the married men should
receive some greater consideration. I have
not been ahle to get actual fignres, hut those
I have obtained are near enough and can-
not e challenged. 1t is frequently asserted
that the men at Collie receive big wages.
That may have heen so in the past, hut *t
is eertainly not so to-day. My informant
adviges me that £4 a week would he the
average of what a Collie miner ean earn
in these times. They are on short-time
work and they have suffered a reduction in
wages, which has bheen somewhat helated.
The Collie miners are in a much worse posi-
tion than their fellow workers in the city.
They have to pay 6d. a week to the acci-
dent fund, 3d. to the indigent miners’ fund,
1s. 6d. a week for the doctor and the chem-
ist and 1s. for union fees. They will prob-
ably have to pay ls. 4d. a week on aceount
of the emergency tax and 6d. for the hospi-
tal tax. That means that the Collie miners
will have to pay 6s. 1d. per week, not 8s. 2d.
a fortnight as Mr. R. (. Moore said the
goldfields workers would have to pay.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I oppose the
amendment. No doubt a number of men on
the poldfields will not enjoy the exempltion
that will be afforded the workers in the met-



{6 SepreMerr, 1933.]

ropolitan area, who are in receipt of the
basi¢ wage,

Hon. K. H. Harris: Ninety-nine per cem.
of the men in that category on the gold-
fields will he affected.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : The Govers-
ment have gone tully into this question and
the Crown Solicitor has ruled that it would
be unconstitutional to vary a tax according
to loenlity. The question of exempting the
marriett man ou the hasic wage on the gold-
fields was Eully considered by the Govern-
ment and it would have been done had it
been at all possible. To have done s0 would
bave necessituted making the basic wage on
the yoldficlds, the general exemption
throughout the State.  Thus a very large
number of people drawing considerably wnore
than the hasie wage in other parts or
the State would have escaped taxation, with
the result that {he revenue derived from this
souree would not be suilicient to meet our
requirements. Had it been possible to grant
the relief Mr. Moore desives, it would not
have been left to him to move the amend-
ment. The necessary provision would have
been inserted by the Government. This mat-
ter was repeatedly considered by the Gov-
ernment, but no way eould be found out of
the difficulty.

Hon, E. M. HARRIS: When the basic
wage declaration was issued recently by the
Court of Arbitration, almost simultaneously
the Government introduced the present Bill
with the exemption fixed at £3 10s. That
action was interpreted on the goldfields to
mean that the Government were prepared
to “slug” everyone on the fields and exempt
everyone on the coast.

Hon, W, J. Mann: Not everyone.

Hon. E, H. HARRIS: There was an im-
pression subsequent to the last eleetion cam-
paign that the iniquitous and obnoxious tax
imposed by the Mitchell Government would
be aholished.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! I hope the dis-
cussion on the amendment will be confined
to the question whether people in receipt of
£3 a week should or should not pay the fax.

Hon. . H. HARRIS: The people on the
goldfields have been misled, but they now
realise they must pay the tax. As the Court
of Arbitration allows variations in the basie
wage applicable {o various areas hecause of
the differing costs of living, so I think the
same principle should he applied to the
levving of the emergency tax,
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Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I support the
amendment because it will bring in more
people who ought to pay. The Government
say they want revenue, and yet the Minister
is opposing the amendment. However, T
wish to be candid and say that, when the
clause is put, I propose to vote against it.

Hon. G. W. MILES: I support the amend-
ment for the reason given by the Chief Sec-
retary for supporting the previons amend-
ment, I wish to see the whole clause deleted.

Hon. J. AL MACFARLANE: I ecan
hardly ennceive that the Government would
desire to give exemption to one section of
workers while taxing another section, I re-
gret that feeling has been engendered on
that account. Tt would be nnwise to alter
the exemption becanse, in my opinion, the
next deelaration of the hasic wage will show
an excess on the £3 10s.

Hon. J. J. Hohnes: Have you any author-
ity for that statement?

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Xo; it is
my opinion, formed from a eareful study of
the daily price of foodstuffs.  Hveryone
should contribute sommething to the revenue
of the country, and if I exempted anyone
it would be the man on the hasic wage.
Sueh a man with a family to support has a
bad time. If he has an adult family and
they are out of work, he eannot get any as-
sistance from them, T shall depart from my
declared convigtion that evervone should
contribute to the revenue of the country hy
exempting the man on the basie wage.

Hon. R, G. Moore: You will not he doing
it.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: We shall be
doing it for the workers in the metropolitan
area.

Hon. H. SEDDOXN: I support the amend-
ment simply because the tax in the present
form will ¢reate an anomaly. Employees on
the goldfields are receiving £3 1ls. 4d., and
they will be asked to contribmie to the taz,
while the man on the basic wage in Perth,
who is in a far better position, will not have
to pay.

Hon. SIR CHARLES NATHAN: I can-
not support the amendment, I consider
that £3 10s. is low enough. I am in complete
sympathy with goldfields members owing to
the unfortunate position in which they find
themselves. It reminds me of the story of
the fox that got its tail caught in a trap. I
cannot see that there would he any improve-
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ment if everyone were bronght in. Rather
=hould we endeavour to find a way to help
the workers of the goldfields.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: The position is
very nnfortunate for the goldfields workers,
but the Chief Secretary has explained the
Government’s difficulty.  To exempt the
zoldfields workers would necessitate exempt-
ing many move workers throughout the
State.

The CHATRMAN: The amendment pro-
poses not to exempt goldfieclds workers but
in bring others in.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Others will be
brought in if the amount is veduced by
10s. Some time ago, when the basic wage
was reduced, the reduction was not applied
to n mnjority of the goldfields workers, who
have enjoved the henefit of the higher rate.

Han. E. H. Harris: Plus the higher cost
of living,

Hon. ¢. F. BAXTER: The hasic wage
was fixed in accordance with the cost of
living.

Hon. G. W,
front from £2
this vear?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: T hope relief will
he given to the man who has to rear a fam-
ilv on £3 10s. a week. Tf he pays only 15s.
a weok for rent, little enough is left to feed
and clothe the family.

Mon, R. G. MOORE: T am surprised al
some of the arguments advanced, Mr, Bax-
ter knows that a house that would cost 15s.
a week in Perth would cost 30s. on the gold-
fields. .

Tfon. A. Thomson: And the house on the
goldfields would not he as good.

Ifon. R. G;. MOORE: Mr. Macfarlane ex-
pressed concern abont the man on the basie
wage. He does not want that man to be
taxed, and vet he savs he is positive that
when the hasic wapge is again adjusted, he
will have to pay. Regarding Sir Charles
Nathan's simile of the fox and the trap, it
would make a big difference if all were
bronght in, beeause the rate of tax eonld
then he reduced.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: I would be
with Mr. R. G. Moore if he were moving his
amendment consecientiously.

The CITAIRMAXN: Order!

Hon. JJ. M, MACFARTANE: If T have
friuneeressed, I withdraw. Tecause the hon.
member  has  discovered  an  anomaly,  he
would bring more people under the fax

Miles: Why the change of
a week last vear to £3 10s.
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merely to satisfy the workers on the gold-
fields. T have not been inconsistent. Taxu-
tion should bhe paid by every wage-eavner in
return for the services provided. but I re-
peat that 1 have sympathy for the married
man who has to maintain a family on the
basie wage. Believing as I do that the Gov-
crnment will aceept the suggestion with re-
gard to marvied men, I am prepared to give
away that much of my eonvietions.

Hon. 1. V. PIESSE: When the Bill uf
the Mitehell Government was before us sev-
cral memhers wanted to start the exemp-
tion af £2 10s, but to-day many of them
abject to o £3 exemption. I am going to
support Mr. Moore’s amendment, heeause T
consider that the man in the eity should pay
his portion of the tax just as the man in the
country does.

Hon. 1. .J. HOLMES : Yesterday Mr, Mae-
farlane wanted to hring everyone within the
seope of this tax, and noew he wants a modi-
fication of that principle. No explanation
ix offered as to why people on the hasie
wage in the metropolitan area should be
exempt, and why those on the goldfields
should pay. Would I be in order in asking
Mr. Maefarlane to explain his explanation?

Amendment put, and a division taken with

the following result:—
Aves
Noes

Majority for

vl o8

AVES,
llon. R. G. Moore
Hon. I{. V. Picsre
Haon. E. Rose

Hou. H. Eeddon
Hon. A. Thomson

ilen. L. B. Bollon
1lon, ). T. Franklin
Hon. E. 4. H. Hall
Hon, V., Hamersley
Hon. E. H. Horrls

Hon. J. 1. Halmes Hon. §ir E. Witlenoom

Hon, W. J. Mann 1lon. H. J. Yelland

Hon. G. W. Miles Hon, O. H. Wittenonm

(Teller.)

NOEs.

Hon. C. F. Baxter Ifon. .J. M, Macfarlane

Hon_ . M, Drew Hon, T. Moore

Hon. G, Fraser I Hon. I. Nicholson

Hen. E, H, Gray Hon. Sir €. Nathae

Hon, W, H, Kitvon {Teiler.)

Amendment thus passed.

The CHATRMAN: A consequential

amendment, to strike out “eighty-two” in
line 9, and insert “fifty-six”, will be made.

Hon, 1. J. HOLMES: T lhope the Com-
mittee will strike out thix elause. Tf it is
deleted we shall revert to the exemptions
that appear in the .\et of last year. For
~even montlis of the last financial year abont
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£220,000 was collected from that taxing Act,
and £20,000 is ocutstanding. On that hasis
we can assume that this year, having bronght
in the lower grade employees to pay their
quota of the tax, out of 4}d. in the pound
we shall get all the money that is required
tor this particular purpese. Even with the
clause as amended a man on £155 a year
with one dependant, will be exempt, whereas
the man earning over £156, and having one
dependant, will pay the tax. Another mun
on £157 a year, with six dependants, will
pay the same as the man with one depend-
ant. That is not equitable, 1 hope the
clause will be struck out.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
very mnch concerned ahout the fate of this
clause in view of the amendments that have
heen made to the Bill,

Hon. E. H. Harris: Then you will vota
to let it stand as it 1s?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 will for-
mally vote for it to stand as it is for the pre-
sent.

Clause as amended put, and a division
taken with the following result:—
Ayes .. - . .. 18
Noes .. . .- ]
Majority for .. o1

AYES,

Hon, W. 1. Mann
Haon. R. G. Moure
Hon. T. Moore
Haon. Sir C. Nathan
Hon. H, V. Piesse
Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Honp. L. B. Bolton
Hon, J, M, Drew
Hon. J. T. Franklin
Hon. G. Fraser
Hon. E. H. H, Hall

Hon, E. H, Harris Hon, A. Thomson
Hon. W. H. Kitson Hon. Q. H, Wittenoom
Hon. J. M. Mactariane Hon. E. H. Gray
(Teller.}y
Noks.

Hon, V. Hamersley Hon. Sir E. Witienoom

Hon. J. J. Holmesa Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hon. G. W, Miles Hon, E. Rose
Hon. J. Nicholson (TPellsr.)

Clause, as amended, thus passed.
Clause 4-—Amendment of Section 9:

Hon. L. B. BOLTOX: Acting on advice
given vesterday, I have seen my legal author-
ity, and bave also interviewed the Commis-
sioner of Taxation. While the Commis-
sioner still maintains that my amendment
is redundant, he has no other objestion to
it. Accordingly I move an amendment—

That the following be added to stand as
paragraph (e):— ‘Persons paying salary or
wages to any other person shall be responsible
only for payment of financial emergeney tix

ealeulated at sueh riate per pound as would be
applieable if the salary or wiges so paid were
the only salary or wages received by 2uch other
person.,’?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Yesterday I
took the attitude that the amendinent is re-
dundant. I have sulunitted the matrer to
the Crown Solicitor to-day, and his reply
is—

Not neeessary.  Surh is the present obliga-
tion under Seetion 9.

[ have alsg seen the Commissioner of Taxa-
tion. He las no ebjection to the amend-
ment, except that he says it is unnecessary.
Personally T am afraid that those who later
interpret the Aet may wish to know why
this particular amendiment was inserted.

Amendment put and passed; the cliuss,
as amended, agreed to.

New clause:
Hon, A. THOMSOX: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand as
(lause 3:—*‘Section 3 of the prineipal Act is
liereby amended by the addition to Subscetion
1 thereof of a provise as follows:—< Provided
also, that finaneinl emergency tax shall not he
pavable in respeet of any salary or wages or
income that shall or may be earned or accrued
due after the reductions of salaries (as de-
fined in the Financial Emcrgency Act, 1931)
provided for in Part TI of ‘the said Aect shalil
have beeu wholly or partly repealed, abrogated
or abolished otherwise than by any exemption
granted under paragraph (viii) of Subsection
1 of Seetion 7 of such Aect.”’?

Should any Government be placed in the
fortunate position of heing able to restore
the reductions made by the emergency loi-
islation of 1931, this emergeney taxafion
should likewise cease. It is undoubtedly
essential that the Government should have
money to carry on the affaivs of the country,
but the inclusion of the new clause in the
Bill would enable we to vote for a gradu-
afed tax much more cheerfully than I can
under present circwmstances.

The CHAIRMAN: Unless Mr. Thomson
can point out to me in the Aet which this
Bill seeks to amend any reference to the
financial emergency legislation, I shall he
unable to accept his amendment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pon.

Hon, A. THOMSON : Before tea, Sir, you
agked me whether I eould show that the
propesed new clause was applicable to the
parent Act. The Financial Emergency Act
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of 1931, in the interpretation of “salary”
speeifically ineludes salaries or wages

The CHATRMAN: Actually I desired the
hon. member to point to some section of the
Financial Emergency Tax Assessment Act,
which the Bill amends, to which the pro-
posed new elause could be reconciled

Hon. A. THOMSON: It seems to me
there s a direct connecting link between the
two. The objeect I have in moving the pro-
posed new elause is to ensure that there shall
not he a continnance of the tax after the
Government find themselves in a position
to restore wholly or partially the dedunetions
made under the Financial Emergency Aet.
I am not seeking that members of Parlia-
ment shall bhe exempt from faxation, but
I hold that when the Clovernment are able
to restore the salary ents made in 1931,
the necessity for the continuance of this tax
will have disappeared.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: A copy of
the proposed new clause was laid on my
Table at exaetly 4.30 p.m. to-day, since
when I have had no opportunity for fully
examining it. From what little attention I
have been able to give to it, I have concluded
that it showld be submitted to the Crown
Law Department for interpretation  Also,
T am doubtful whether it is in order for in-
sertion in the Bill, since it is based on purely
speculative grounds.

The CHAIRMAX: At the tea adjourn-
ment I expressed doubt as to the admis-
sihility of the proposed new eclause, and
asked Mr. Thomson to poeint out in the par-
ent Act any reference fo the financial emer-
gency legislation which made deductions in
salaries paid by the Crown. Since the iea
adjonrnment I have gone through the par-
ent Act, but can find in it no reference to
the financial emergency legislation, although
it bears reference to the Land and Income
Tax Act and the Dividend Duties Act. The
new clanse is intended to apply only if
something be done later on when the finan-
cial emergency legislation comes up for re-
view, Therefore, it is all a maiter of sup-
position, for the contemplated easement may
not he bronght about. The proposed proviso
is altogether foreign to the clause to which
we are asked to add it. Assuming that the
emergeney legislation comes down, and the
dednctions therein provided for are reduced,
then and then only will the proposed new
clause apply. Therefore I rule that the
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proposed new clause is not one that can
properly be moved.

New clause.
Hon. W. J. MANN: I move—

That the following new e¢lause be added:—
““This Act shall remain in foree till the 30th
day of Scptember, 1934, and ng longer.’’

That will give the Government a full 12
months of tax collestion. Moreover, the
Act will expire al a time when presumably
Parliament will be sitting, and will give a
period of approximately twe months after
Pavliament iz called together in July in
which the Government can review the posi-
tion and amend the Act or bring down a
Bill for its continuance.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I hope the
amendment will not be carried. Parliament
usaally meets at the end of July and the
Address-in-reply generally takes three or
tour weeks to complete, and so there would
he eomparatively little time in whieh to de-
hate the taxation measures.

Hon. .JJ. J. Holmes: You are proposing
to make the Bill permanent.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The assess-
ment Act should he permanent; I have
never licard of the Act being limited to any
particular period. Moreover, what is before
ns now is merely an amending Bill. It the
taxing Act were amended, it wounld be neces-
sary to amend the Assessment Act.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: Do I understand
that the amendment is lunited to the Bill
hefore ws now, and not to the prineipal Ast
“as hereby amended”?  When the Bill we
are now discussing becomes an Act, it will
be part of the prineipal Act. Mr. Mann
should provide that “the prineipal Aet is
herehy amended and shall remain in foree
until the 30th September and no longer.”
It would he of no use limiting a portion of
the Assessment Act, which this Bill will
eventually hecome. The principal Aect will
still be In forge and will remain a perma-
nent measure on the statute-book.

Hon. J. 5. HOLMES: The principal Act
referred Lo is the Financial Emergeney Tax
Assessment Act.  The amendments we have
macle will he incorporated in the prineipal
Act. This is emergency legislation, and the
mistake we made last year was that we did
not place a limit to it. Mr. Mann’s amend-
ment is not in keeping with the emergency
legislation. TUnless we put a limif to this
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legislation, it can never be ropealed with-
out the consent of another place, or vice
versa, hut if we carry on to the 30th Sen-
tember of next year, a revision will have to
take place, or a Bill bronght up for re-en-
actment, It is necessary that we shonld
amuake this legislation expive on the 30th Sep-
temher, and the Government will then he
in the position of heing able to carry on
unti!  Parliament deals with the question
again.  The mistake we made last year was
thai we did not put a terminating date in
‘the Assessment Act. Because we made a
mislake last year, that iz no justifieation
for making a stmilar error this year.

Hon. W. J. MANN: I am told this can
he incorporated in the parent Aet. I am
-gnite prepared to mect the wishes of mem-
Dberz by making the amendment read, “The
principal Act as amended shall remain in
foree until the 30th September, 1934, and
ho longer”.

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I oppose the
amendment on the grounds 1 have already
set onf. There will not be sufficient time in
which to re-enmact this legislation if it is
made to expire on the 30th September. The
Address-in-reply nsually takes a month or
six weeks to dispose of. The amendment i3
not fair to the Government.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Let us make it ter-
minate on the 31st October.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Why not
make it the 31st December, and bring it into
line with the taxing Bill?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There is no desive
to harass the Government. We conld make
the date the 31st October, and that would
give the Governmeni ample time fo sub-
mit fresh legislation.

Hon. W, J. MANN: T have no wish to
be unfair to the Government. This year
the Government have been ahle to bring
the emergency legislation down in ample
time to have it passed by the 30th Septem-
her, and I conclude it would he possible to
do the same thing next year. However, if
it will ease the position for the Government
T =hall he glad, Mr. Chairman, if yen will
permit me to alter the date from the 30th
September to the 31st October.

The CHAIRMAN : T will make the alter-
ation a= the hon. member desires,

New clanse put and passed.

Bill reported with further amendments,

BILL—HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
In Committee.

Resumed from the 22nd August. Hon. J,
Cornell in the Chair; the Flonorary Minis-
ter in charge of the Bill.

The CHAIRMAXN : Progress was reportesd
after Clause 5 had been agreed to.

Clauses 6, T—agreed to.
Title—agreed tn.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—GOVERNMENT TRAMWAYS
ACT AMENDMENT,

Report of Committee adopted.

BILL—YUNA-DARTMOOR RAILWAY.

Second Reading
Debute resumed from the previous day.

HON. I. J. HOLMES (North) [8.6] : Be-
fore | address my remarks to the Bill, may
I be permitted to make a personal explans-
tion. This afternoon, when dealing with
the Financial Emergency Tax Assessment
Act Amendment Bill in Committee, T refer-
red to the new brigade of bare-headed young
men with permanent waves costing 7s. Gd.
a week at least, and said that they should

have hcen ineluded. I understeod the
House
The PRESIDENT: Order! XNo such

reference was made while the House was
sitting, otherwise I would have heard it. No
explauation can be made at this stage, of
any statement made in Cormittee,

Hon. F. J. HOLMES: May I be permit-
ted to sax that I used the words “permanent
wave.!  Some members understood me to
say “permanent wage”

The PRESIDENT: Order! Tke
deals with the Yuna-Dartmoor railway.

Hon. A. Thomson: Perhaps the words
were “permanent railway.”

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T hope the House
will ardopt n more serious mood than they
are apparenily in at the moment Dbecanse
we are now dealing with what I regard as
a serions proposition whieh, if given effect
to. will have a grave effeet on the State at
this particular juncture. The proposal, as
T understand it, is to build a railway from

Biil



Yuna to Dartmoor, a distance of 34 miles,
and to continue the line another 21 miiles,
making a total length of 55 miles. The
map hanging on the wall of the Chamber
shows that the terminus of the railway will
be brought within 25 or 30 miles of the
drought-stricken portion of the Murchison,
I know from ecxperience that stations adja-
cent to the Murchison River—Alr. Yelland
for some reason was inclined to support the
railway because it was intended to build it
near to the Murchison River; I do not know
why-—have not had any useful rains for five
vears., On stations there, maiden ewes have
hecome practically broken-mouthed cull
ewes without progeny, owing to the faet
that there have been no raing and no green
feed.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: But that is a long
way from this railway.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I am referring to
the Billabalong station, which is within 30
miles of the terminus of the railway.

Fon. E. 1. H. Hall: That distance is in-
correct,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES : I measured the dis-
tance on the map.

Hon. E. H. H, Hall: Then the map is
wrong.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In that event, the
Minister has no right to display a map that
is inecorrect.

The Chief Secretary: Who says it is
wrong?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Mr, Hall said sc.

The Chief Secretary: The map was pre-
pared by the Surveyor General,

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: If Mr. Hall mea-
sures the distance himself, he will find that
it is 7% inches, which will represent quite
30 miles.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Did you measure that
distance on the map that appears on the
wall now or on the one that was displayed
yeaterday

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Has the map heen
changed?

Members: Yes.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Then that makes
the position more serious, Presumably, the
other map did not make it look gsod enough
to correspond with the Chief Secretary’s re-
marks, So far as I can gather, there is an
experimental plot of 50 acres situaled abont
50 miles ont and wonderful results were
claimed for two seasons, I suggest that T
could grow a crop of wheat on the Eastern
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Goldfields any year by working the soil pro-
perly and applying suitable fertilisers. I
do not snggest I eounld grow wheat there at
a profit. 1 do not take any notice of this
50-aere experimental plot for which good
crops are claimed for two years. Strange to
say, the report submitted to us regarding
the railway does not say anything ahout the
crop for 1932, Particulars are given regard-
ing the erops grown in 1930 and 1931, but
not that grown in 1932

Hon. T. Moore: It was a good one.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Some explanation
should be forthcoming as to why no rofer-
enee has been made to the 1932 crop. Bear-
ing in wind what T have said about the five
years' drought in that locality, it may he the
1932 crop was not so satisfactory.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: By Jove, it was
sutistactory.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: In moving the
sceond reading of the Bill, the Chief Secrs-
tary referred to the wonderful results ob-
tained by merely scratehing in the erop.
Anyone who knows anything about growing
wheat in that locality wonld not dream of
doing anything else but scratehing it in with
n cultivator. T know that conniry; I have
heen associated with it for 30 years from
Alingenew northwards, and for a hundred
miles north, sonth and east. There is a chain
of flat-topped mountains that have been of
great height at one time, but have heen
washed out during the ages. When secien-
tists from all parts of the world visited
Western Australia, they camped on one of
our paddocks in the Irwin disiriet, and at
that time I saw a good deal of them. I
asked them how long that country had heen
exposed to elimatic influences—wind and
weather——and they told me certainly not
less than 200,000,000 years. They said they
could not be answerable for a million or
two, but certainly not less than 200,000,000
years. For over 200,000,000 years debris
has been falling on (hat land and rotting
and re-rotting, and anyone with any know-
ledge of agriculture at all would not put a
plough in to turn np the sour soil, hbut would
seratch the surface with a ecultivator and
get in a crop as the Minister said. In that
locality we let a contract for share farming
thia year, and it was specially stipulated
that the contractor was not to plough the
first year, though in the seeond wvear he
could use his discretion. So much for the
seratebing-in of e¢rops of which the Minis-
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ter boasted in his flowery speech, a wen-
derful speech that appealed to some of the
younger members of the House. The scratch-
ing-in process we can take for what i is
worth. When fhe Minister was speaking 1
interjected, “Why not use the land along
the existing railways®’ The answer was,
*\We have no money with which to buy the
land.” That is not a satisfactory answer. A
ot of the land along existing railways is
Crown land, and there is no question of hav-
ing to buy it. A lot of land is held by pri-
vate owners, and has been held for vears
in anticipation of railways being built. The
railways have been built, and the land has
not been used. We have a Closer Settle-
ment Act, under which owners could he
compelled to use it. Tf the Government have
money with which to build this pailway,
would it not be better to use the money to
bring into use the land along existing lines?
The stntement that the Government have no
money is no answer. Some of the younger
members seemn to have been influenced by
flowery speeches. T think we ought fo raise
the age limit above 30 years as a qualifiea-
tion for a seat in this House. I have heard
50 many flowery speeches that one needs o
he well matured or he will run the risk of
heing led away hy those speeches—speeches
pnt up for political purposes.

Hon. G. Fraser: T hope you ave not re-
ferring to the youngest member of the
House.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The Crown land
alony existing railwava could be eleared by
confracf. If the land were cleared, any num-
her of men would be prepared to take it up
under a systom of shave-farming. The sys-
tem of shave-farming is that the man finds
the lahour, super and seed. He puts in the
crop and takes it off, and he gets three bags
of wheat and the owner one hag. Men could
be emploved to clear the land and there
would be no end of people applying for it
for share-farming. T can get men to under-
take share farming 15 miles from a railway.
It costs 9d. per bag to cart the wheat to the
railway and 8d. or 9d. a hag to cart super
out again. Yet we have hundreds of thous-
ands of acres of land adjacent to railways
where no ecarting would be necessary. The
solution of our difficulties, we are told, is
to build mere railways. Mr. Thomsen is
rather a mvstery to me. He has a motion
before the Honse—it was also before us the
whole of lasi session—aiming at writing-
down the capital cost of the railways in

order that they may show a profit and the
Treasnry may show a loss. I understand he
15 wholeheartedly behind this Bill to con-
struet wmare unprofitable railways, and this
at a tine when he has that motion hefore
the House. Tt would be interesting to know
how mueh of the land along the route is held
hy private owners. On the original map—
J have not had time to serutinise the pre-
sent map—large vacabt spaces were shown,
and 1 know on the best of authority that
Letween Yuna and Dartmoor there is a
streteh of 15 miles of sandplain that is grow-
ing nothing but mulga and spinifex. ¥No
one with any sense would attempt to grow
wheat there. It has rainfall enough to pro-
duee only mulga and spinifex. I under-
stand there is some good land at Dartmoor.
The first essential to grow wheat is rain.
I do not eave how good the land is, if it has
not the rainfall it is a dangerons proposi-
tion, After passing Dartmoor, and bhefore
reaching the point 21 miles further on, I
understand there is another stretch of mulga
and spinifex. So we ure asked to authorise
the construction of 51 miles of railway to
pick up one piece of good land at 30 miles
and then carry the line 21 miles into the
danger zone to get another good piece. The
speech of the Chief Secretary confirmed this,
heeause he said the line would tap 800,000
acres of land, 225000 acres of it first-class,
the balanee of the 800,000 acres second-

class  and unclassified. On  the Chiet
Seeretary’s  showing we have to huild

four miles of railway to get one mile of
good country. ls it a Eair thing, under exist-
ing conditions, to build a railway of that
kind? It would he interesting to know who
owns the mood land that has been selected
along the rouie of the proposed line. 1 do
not know anyvthing about the plan exhibited
in the Chamber. hut the old plan showed
that scleetions had been made in the very
early days. T know a little ahout pioneer-
ing. One thing the old pioneers knew, apd
that was a good hit of land, though they
did not alwaxs know where to grow the
wheat or where to grow the potatoes. How-
ever, they made no mistake in the selection
of the land. With no experience of the rain-
fall in that locality, they probably grabhed
some of the Jand. The hank managers at
Geraldton may have advanced some monex
on the land, and the construction of the rail-
way would =uit their pnrpose, heeanse it
wonld probably enable them to get hack
their monex, which they have not heen ahl:
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to do in the past, It is remarkable that a
lot of this land has heen held for many
vears, and that nothing has heen done with
it. Tu view of what has happened in other
arveas, we are justified in concluding that it
18 heing beld Eor speculative purposes only,
and Lhat if the owners cannot sell at a pro-
fit the land will remain undeveloped. We
have heard much about the wonderful so’l
and its capaeity for helding moistove. Az-
cording to the speceh of the Chief Scere-
tary, the Aayor of CGeraldion dug out =
hole eight inches deep on the 29th February
of that year and found meisture. I ecould
take the Minister to some of the worst coun-
fry in that avea, consisting principally of
gravel, and show him that it is not only moist
but cool even in the hottest part of the sum-
mer. The gravel holds the moisture. On
the worst of that land, if fertiliser is used,
it s surprising what it will produee. I do
not say it will produee wheat, but it will pro-
duce feed. My experience is that the rich
red soil does not nceessarily hold the mois-
ture. The wmall pebbles in the seil hold tha
moisture and keep the land cool. Further,
it does not follow that because the moisture
is present, the land will grow wheat. We
have heen told about the remarkahle pro-
duction. I do not want to stress that point,
except to say that if T had land there
that I wanted to sell or wanted sevved hy o
railway, 1T would concentrate on small areas
as appears to have been done in this in-
stanee. I would work the land properly just
the same as I would work a flower garden,
and apply the proper fertiliser and produce
an abundance of wheat on small areas. As
to whether it wonld be a payable proposi-
tion is another matter. If I eould establizh
the productivity of the soil, it would be
some inducement for the Government fo
build & railway for me in order that T might
sell my land.

Hon. A. Thomsor: Do you suggest that
is the reason why the Government have in-
troduced the Bill?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. member
is more than 30 years of age, is a man of
ordinary intelligence, and ean draw his own
deductions. We have heen told that the
crops would have heen better but for the
destruction wrought by galahs. The galah is
a parrot type of bird that is everywhere
destructive. Galabs do not coneentrate in
the Dartmoor area. We are led to believe
it is the only place where they concentrate
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and that there they destroy much of the
crops. But for the galahs, we are told, the
average per aere would be much greater.
The same thing applies to other areaz We
all - lose a big percentage of our crops
through galabs, hut we do not come to Par-
linment to talk about it. Yet the Minister
would have us believe that the only spol
where gulahs eause trouble is in the Dart-
moor area, We are fold that in that aren
there is no early summer frost. T have been
associated with the districts of Mingenew,
Mullewa and Wongan Hills for 30 years,
andl the enocenpied land there has no sum-
mer frost. There is no need to go to Darl-
moor to find wheat areas where there is no
summer frost. Hundreds of thousands of
acres of land between Perth and Geraldton
never expericnee Swmmer frosts. That re-
mark applies to the Dongarra Greenongh
flats, Mingenew and Morawa localities. Yet
we are told we must open up this country
for 51 miles the other side of Yuna to evade
smmer frosts, when we have land over
whieh the Chief Sceretary travels every
week, either alongside the Government line
to Mullewa or the Midland Company’s line,
thousands of acres which should he growing
wheat, and on which to my knowledge there
has not heen a summer frost for 30 years.
1 admit there is n large area of country adja-
tent to Geraldton that may he regarded as
the granary of Western Australin. Let us
confine our operations to land alongside
existing railways where there iz an adequnate
rainfall, 1f we do that, we may meet with

stecess.  We have a pumber of sueceessful
farmers who are a great advertisement
for Western Australia,  Probably we

do not hear of the individual successcs,
but every failure in a dry area |is
broadeast from one end of Anstralia io
the other. Hence the necessity for keen-
ing the wheat-growers out of dangerons
areas. Apart from that, we have too many
railways. KEven Mr. Thomson, who is sup-
porting the Bill, knows that, and also knows
that our railways are over capitalised. We
bave already built too many railways. I
thought when the Bill was first introduced,
it would go out without much diseussion. I
am led to believe now that a certain section
of the Honse have to support every agricul-
tural railway that is brought down, no mat-
ter where it may be. Thiz is one of the diffi-
culties which arise from making this a party
House. If they do not support it, when
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thex in turn want a railway they will wot
wet the vote of other members.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: To what section do
vou refer?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T nust ask the hon.
member to draw uzpon his imagination The
Government are alive to the faet. They
brought down the Yuna-Dartmoor Railway
Bill, and simultaneously have brought down
the Southern Cross Southwards Railway
Bill. T should say that was vote eatching. The
Rill iz brought forward to induce some
members of the House to vote tor the Yuna-
Dartmoor railway in order that they may
wel their own railway, In another place an
amendment has heen moved, not hv the Gov-
ernment, that will tend to hold up the latter
Bill. I hope members representing the pro-
vinee econcerned will take note of this, The
Bill will be held up until something along
the lines I have suggested, and have been
snzrosting for five vears, is done

Hon. E. H. Harvis: What is that?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The proposal is to
wet this railway through and then to hring
forward the Southern ('rosz Southwards rail-
way, 50 that thiz may bhe put through first.
Aleanwhile, the Southern Cross Sounthwards
railway is being killed, as this Rill ought to
he Killed and probably will be. as it should he
held up until something is done with the
laidd nlongside existing vailways. Anvone
who leoks at the railway authorisations must
come to the conclusion that they are of a
political nature. These lines have all heen
authorised on the eve of a general election.
If we go back seven years we find that two
Tailways were anthorised, hut have never
heen built. 1 refer to the Manjimup-Mt.
Barker and Boyup Brook-Cranbrook rail-
wavs. If we go back ten years, again on the
ove of a general election, we find that the
Brookton-Dale River railway and the Yarra-
mony Eastwards railway  were  authorised
hut have never been hnilt,

Mon. J. M. Macfarlane: Did you read
about the meeting of protest vecorded in this
marning’s paper?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T said at the time
that these railways were brought forward
tor political purposes. I tried to secure the
passage of a clause to provide that these
railways should be built on or before the
30th Fune in such and such a vear, thus giv-
ing the Government two years in which to
complete them. T was mmled out of order,
amd vou, Sir, when vou were on the flons
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of the House, ussisted me Lo give cffect Lo
my proposal. T tried o prevent the author-
isation of these politieal railways,  They
were brought forward for political purposes
in the first place, and the proposed railwavs
were included in the loan sehedule in order
fo show the people of FEuglund what
we proposed to do with the money. We
spent the money and did not build the rail-
wavs, aiul now we talk of huilding still
more railways, The evil which has grown
up is to be perpetuated. We are told that
from 4,000 to 5,000 acres of land within a
15 miles radius of the proposed Yuna-
Dartimoor line have been cleared. Let me
o hack to the Brookton-Dale River railway.
We wrre told ten years ago that 48,000 acres
of land had been cleared in that district, and
that there were enormous possibilities about
that part of the State. Many other things
were said about it too. In 1926 we had to
deal with the Boyup Brook-Cranbrook rail-
way. The Collier Government said the com-
pletion of this line would afford the justice
that had been denied to that part of the
State, and that it was an urgent neecessity.
That railway has never been bnill. Am I
not justified in referring to these as political
lines? We are told that the estimated loss
on the proposed line will be £2,000 a year
for ten years. We are also told that the
railway ean be built for £3,500 a mile. Let
me now take members hack to 1922, T refer
to the time when the Denmark-Pemberton
Railway Bill was inftroduced, involving the
construetion of 151 miles of line at a cost,
we were told, of £3,000 a2 mile. The work
was to be done by eontract in ten-mile sec-
tions, One section was to be bnilt at a time,
and peopled and settled before anather sec-
tion was built. We were told there would
he not less than ten new townships hetween
Pemberton and Denmark. Thanks to your
assistance, Sir, we were able to prevent the
construetion of 151 miles of that line. After
a long fight in February we authorised the
construction of 31 miles at the other end,
atd 27 miles at this end. Sir Hal Colebateh,
when piloting the Bill through the House,
said the railway would travel through one
of the richest tracts of unpeopled country
in the known world. This line was to have
heen in the provinee of Mr. Piesse, Mr.
Thomszon and Mr. Wittenoom.  The Min-
ister also told us that with the eombination
of a perfeei climate, an abundant rainfall
and rich snil, nothing hetter conld be found
unoceupierd in any other country. He =zaid
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that no sounder railway proposal had ever
been placed before the Parliament of this
State. He indicated that the Bill contained
the provision that is placed in every railway
Bill with regard fo the acquisition of private
land, but that this line would traverse
practically all Crown land. It was intended
that the railway would be built in short sec-
tions, and the whole of the land made avail-
able in one section would be settled before
another section was started. For that reason
he snid the proposal was one of the soundest
railway projects ever submitted to Parlia-
ment.  The people wonld be placed upon the
line served by one section hefore another
was started.

The PRESIDENT: T should like the hon.
member to conneet the details of a debata
that took place 11 years ago with the Bill
now hefore the Flouse.  Whilst incidental
referenves are not out of order, to go into
the details would prolong the (iseussion in-
definitely,

Hon, JJ. ). HOLMES: T am only showing
what was put up before the House ten ov
twelve years ago in order to get these rail-
ways authorised, and because specches of -
similar natwre have been made on this oe-
easion.  Members who are new to the game
are apt to swallow these flowery statements.

Hon. (i, W. Miles: How much per mile
was that line to cost?

Hoen. J. J. HOLMES: Referring to the
Yuna-Dartmoor railway, the Minister led us
to believe we would have to construct four
miles of railway for every mile of good
country. Sir Jal Colebatch, when dealing
with the railway to which T have re-
levred, said that never bhefore had we
been able to build a line =¢ that we could
settle people along the avea traversed on a
face. He declared that the seitlers would
be able to get home-grown asparagus for
hreakfast, produce ali they wanted, in fact
anything that was produged in any other
part of New Zealand or the ldastern
States, I will leave it at that. We were told
that the raillway Sir Hal Colehatch referred
to was to be built at £35,000 per mile,
representing  £300,0000, and  huilt by
contract, From references to the railway
reports, T find that one section. 34 miles at
the far end, has heen huilt ai a cost of
L£10,500 per mile. The section of 27 miles
at this end is not vet completed, hut on the
railway ligures it works ont at £11,000 per
mile. In other words, the two sec-

- assurance that it would be.
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tions of this railway which was to
cost £300,000 to build will actually cosi
£665,000. We tried to insert in the Bill a
clause that the railway was to he built by
contrart. The House was satisfied with the-
I bope this
House will make a note of that. Mr. Love-
kin, who was so particular about things, said,
“The promise is all I require; it will do me.”
But the railway was not built by contract,
and instead of £360,000 it is costing
£665,000, according to the fignres L have
from the department. Mr. Wittenoom raise:l
the question of the sale of land adjacent to
the Yuna-Dartmoor line. His suggestion
was that the proceeds should he paid
into railway capital aecount. If I know
anything zbout these railways and the
way in  which they have been huilt
so far, any land that is any good has
heen bought up beforehand, and the re-
maining land will be third-class land, or un-
classified land, which means land not wortn
classifving: so that we <hall not he able to
press that poinf. The suggestion comes too
late. Had it been adopted for the last 25
vears, as I then suggested, the railways
of this State would be in & different
position now. Tn reply to an inguiry by an
hon. member whether this line would bhe built
by dax labour, the Minister said, “By day
labour. The Government want te have cou-
trol of the whole situation.,” T do nof know
whether the situation includes the political
aspect or not, hut the faet remains that we
have three Ministers from the Geraldton
neighbourhood.  We know that the Central
I’rovince has now two Labour representa-
tives, anl we know that a vaeancy will oe-
cur early next vear. We know that some-
one attacked the refiving member the other
day, perhaps hecause it was jnstified, or per-
haps to snit a political purpose. When the
Minister says, “Bxy day lahour; the Govern-
ment want to control the whole situation,”
I am inclined to make whatever deduction
I like from that wremark. The report
of the Railway Advisory Board is thrown
in or hrought in, signed by Mr. Camm,
ehairman, Mr. Ellis, who is associated with
the Roilway Department but in whut capa-
city | do not know, and Mr. Sutton, Wheat
Commissioner, Has the Commissioner of
Railways nothing to say abont this railway
proposal 2

The Chief Secretaryv: He is represented
hy Mr. Elbs.
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flon. J. J. HOLMES: But we do not
know Mr., Ellis. As a matter of fact, T
never heard of Mr. Ellis hefore. T wonld
like 10 know what the Commissioner of
Ruilways has to sav abont this line before
it is pushed on to him us numerons other
railways have been pushed on to him. I do
not think it is too much to ask for a report
from the Commissioner of Railwavs on this
propnzed ling, which he will have to take
over and work at a profic when it is eom-
pleted.  Or rather he is not expected to work
it at a profit; he is expected to work it at
a loss of £2,000 a year for ten years And
that is on the assumption that the line is
huilt for £3,500 a mile. However, in view
of what I have quoted in reference to other
railways built by day labour, this line would
appear likely to cost nearer £7,000 a mile
than £3,500. What is needed for the popu-
larisation of lands adjacent to existing rail-
wav=? I do not know of a more suicidal
pofiey at the present time than to build
more railways, especially in eountry where
the rainfall is treacherous, while there is
any amount of land adjacent to railways in
districts of safe rainfall. As regards much
of the land held under conditional purchase
along cxisting railways, the Government
«puld have enforeed the conditions and ecom-
pelled the owners to use the land as it was
intended they should when they acquired it.
What mystifies me is that we have other
mailways  aothorised, partieularly in  the
Fast and Sounth-East Provinges, and have
not been able to build them, nolwithstanding
which members representing those provinces
are advoeating the construction of this line.
According to the evidence produced to thiy
Chambier, there is mueh more justification
for huilding the other lines. Tndeed T think
Mr. Yelland last night tried to prove that
becanse the Government had not construeted
the other lines there was reason for building
the Dartmoor line. T said, “Are von using
the non-construction of those other tines as
an argument for the construction of the
Dartmoor line? The hon. member quickly
ot off on fo another subject. TIf we do
nothing else with this railway propoesal, we
should send it to a sclect committee T am
not keen on select commitfees, but in view
nf what T know about this 51 miles of rail-
way and the long stretches of mulga and
spinifex—

The Honorary Minister: Have vou seen
them?
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Hon. J. J, HOLMES: T know the eoun-
try. I want to mo and have another look at
those stretches, and T want members of this
ITouse to have a look at them. Yt will not
cost mueh, hecause we ean go on the Gov-
ermment railway to Yuna.

Ilon. F.. . H. Hall: I sugzested that at
the commencement.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T do not know who
turned the suggestion down.

Hou. E. FI. H. Hall: T made the sugges-
tion in the (ieraldton paper.

Mon. 1. .J. HOLMES: Hon. memhers can
huve a look at the country and see whether
a deought has evisted there for five vears,
and whether the route eomprises ahout 30
miles of sand plain,  Anybody who knows
anvthing about growing whent would never
attompt to grow it where mulga and spini-
fex ocrnr. T do not think the house would
he tnking too mueh upon itself if it wade an
investigntion of the route of the proposed
line: nor 4o T think it would be too much
for this TTouse to insist, in view of what has
happened. upon the line being built by con-
tract, T think T ean connect this up with
my stafements as to what the Chamber ean
do and what it shonld do, because ¥ find that
when we were fighting the Pemberton pro-
posal in 1923, at a time when things were
pretty bad, when we were feeling the pres-
sure of Mr. Scaddan’s £6,000,000 deficit—

The Chief Seeretary: That is not ecorrect
ahont the £6,000,000 deficit.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Yes. We have fell
the effects of it ever since. We are feeling
and we shall feel the effects of the
£4,500.000 deficit built up since 1927. You,
Mr. President, said on the floor of the
House—

This House has  been aeccused of running
amok, | ask, if the Government in power are
parsuing a finaneinl rake’s progress, and if one
House uwrges the Government forward on its
financinl rake’s progress, but another Housc
suvy, ' No, we ought to go slow,”? which of the
two Heuses might e said to be running amok?
Tf one House allows the Govermnent to pile up
a deficit of over six millions and snvs to the
Government, *“Go on piling up,’” and another
Hounse says, ‘* No, try and straighten the fin-
ances,”” which of the two Housces might rightly
he aceusell of running amok? Tf one House
allows the piling up of debt which, when the
sums recently aothorised bave been spent, will
ameunt to ihe alarminge total of £140 or £150
jer head, and if that House says, “‘Clo on in-
Creasing t-lw debt ' while the other House says,
*fIt is time for us to pause and consider,’?
which of the two Houses cau be accused of run-
ning amok !
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This is going back 11 years, hut the smune
conditions apply to-day. Railways every-
where not properly utilised, and we are to
build more railways, borrowing the money
for the purpose. When you, Sir, spoke, the
public debt was £140 or £150 per capita,
and to-day it is at least £100 more than
that, notwithstanding which we are stiil go-
ing on. I find more evidence to-day than
ever before of the necessity for hastening
slowly., Think of the absurdity of building
railways to bring in more settlement, when
we have not utilised the Jand adjaeent to
the railways. [ eannot endorse that policy.
[ will oppose the second reading, and if I
can get any support I will move for a select
comumittee to inspect this country and see
whether it is all it is represented to be. In
any ease, if the select committee go up to the
distriet, I will advize them to take a gun or
two in order to deal with the galahs which
destroy such a lot of wheat in that area,
but are not accused of destroying it any-
where else. 1t may be they are starved for
want of vegetation in that locality, and
50 have to raid the wheat, Henee the men-
nce of the galahs which, according to the
Minister, is much more severe there than
anywhere else. I will oppose the second
reading.

HON. E. H. HARRIS (North-East)
[9.2]: Simmltaneously with the introduction
of this Bill to construct a railway line, we
have another ‘Bill to tax all the people on
the bread line in order to wive the Govern-
ment some revenue. In a former speech 1
indicated that some of the money to bhe =0
raised might be utilised in building this rail-
way. Mr. Holmes has dealt with the rail-
way from many aspeets, some of which ir
is not my intention to repeat. Buf if we
are in a position to put up some hundreds
of thousands of pounds for the building or
% railway, should not the policy of the Lah.
our Government he put info operation?
They have advocated closer settlement in the
vicinity of all existing rnbwayv lines. We
are told there is within the arca to he servel
by the proposed railway 225500 acres of
first-class land and 153,000 acres of serondd-
elass land, or 378,000 acres out of the total
of 840,000 ncres. Then there are 462,000
acres of unelassified land, some of which pre-
sumably is third-class while the rest should
not he classified at all. T want to know
whether the Labour Party have abandoned
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the policy they previcusly advocated. I have
before we the policy speech of Mr. Collier
in 1924, when he was appealing to the peo-
ple to put him into power. He was point-
ing out how money had been spent on rail-
ways and other activities without having the
desired effect, and he put before the peopls
of Western Australia a land settlement pol-
icy. Amongst other things he remarked—

Labour said that whilst believing in land
gsettlement and that railways were neeessary,
the first essential and the wisest policy was to
see that ithe land already served by railway
conununication and water supplies should De
utilised to its follest extent. Along the Avon
Valley and in the York district large holdings
had bLeen held for 50 and 60 years, and were
not half utilised. Those areas contained some
of the finest agricultural land in the State. The
State railway system hald been one ecause of
the accumnlating defieit, because hundreds of
miles of railway were run through eountry that
was not put in use. He would start, so to speak,
with the heart centrc of a railway, say the
capital, and when the land was atilised he
would gradually cxtend the lines. Labour
would go in for closer scttlement, and would
bring in legislation to cnable the Government
to resume those lands in close proximity to
railway and water supply that were not being
utilised.

That was the Premier’s policy specech in
1924, Later on he said—

A report of the scenior surveyor, Mr. Lefroy,
on the Avon Valley, comprising Toodyay, Nor-
tham, and York pointed out thai not one-third
of the land in :that district, the finest in the
State, was properly utilised. Tf the district
were properly developed it would earry a fur-
ther 3,000 settlers,  Would it nol he wise to
resume that land and settle it with migrants—
or vur own people if they desired—at a cost
of ahout £1 per acre, and only 100 miles from
erth.

How far away is Yuna-Dartmoor, by the
way? Sinee that day we have passed a
Closer Settlement Bill. T¢ was the plavthing
of politics, with the Nationalists, the Coun-
try Party and the Labour Party at various
periods.  Subzequently, as late as 1927, the
Bill passed both Houses, and everybody was
convinced that the mensure would he the
means of utilising mueh of the land in the
vieinity of cxisting railways. Only abont
12 months ago Mr. Hall asked in this Chamn-
ber how mueh land had heen acquired under
that Act, and the nnswer was, “None at all.””
The Act hag practieally been a dead letter.
Now Mr. Drew, the Leader of the House,
has put up a elaim for a railway to be buils
from Yuna to Dartmoor, both of which are



[6 SEPTEMEER, 1033.] 73

in the Cenfral Provinee, the clectorate he
represents,

Hon. (. Fraser: That mighi aecount for
the flowery specch he made.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: We have uot hadl
any flowery results from the Closer Settle-
wment Act. Let me quete what Mr., Drew
had to say when he moved the second read-
ing of that measure in September, 1924, as
Eollows :—

For many years the country has been calling
alowd for a Closer Settlement Bill . ... We
now have but little Crown lands within con-
venient distance of railway lines, and in conse-
quenee the extension of land setticment is
seriously threatencd. There is only one remedy
that appeals to the Government, and that lies
in the provision of maehinery for the compul-
sory acquisition of large estates.  There are
quite close to our railways many such estates
capable of carrying a large population and
subsequently increasing our wheat production
under a well-ordered scheme of eloser settie-
ment.

He proceeded to give details of the land
pvailable and, declaving there were 194 mil-
fion acres of land unimproved, he said that
was a state of affairs calling for immediate
rmedy.  Proceeding he added—

To my personal knowledge there are many
large estates in my clectorate, estates thae
could with advantage to {he community and
to the State he closely settled. Had they been
closely settled years ago, our wheat production
to-day would be considerably higher than it
is.

Hon. €. F. Baxter: Many of them have
been closely scttled.

Hon, E. H. HARRIS : The Minister
puointed oui that a mwober of them were nat.
He continned—

If they were cleared, cut up awd sold in
Dhlocks of suitable sizes, there would he more

work for the railways and more wealth for the
State.

Those were the opinions expressed by the
Minister who is now advoeating the passing
over of each and every one of those estates
which Lie then said might have been eut up
with advantage, and is advocating the build-
ing of another railway line, the first 20 mileg
of which, aceording to my goldfields con-
frere, AMr. Cunningham, is going through a
Jot of sand-plain, after which it is said it will
run through some very good country. But
the point T want to stress is, if we wish to
utilise the land adjoining existing railways,
what is wrong with the Government putting
the Closer Settlement Aet intu active opera-

lion? Do not ask the Railway Commissione
to try to make the railways pay by buildiny
lines further afield, some of which, the Min
ister said in introducing the Bill, would no
pay axle grease in ten vears. I suggze-
putting the Closer Settlement Aect int
opetation instead of building further line:
to the prejudice of the Railway Department
1 am not convineed that it is a good polic)
to build any further railways, but I thin}
we might well do sumething in utilising the
land adjacent to existing lines. I suggesi
that the land could he cleared at a lowe
rate than wonld have been available beforc
this legislation was passed, and that somt
of the unemploved could be utilised in the
clearing of that land if it were desired thal
it should be brought wnder cultivation im-
mediately.

HON, E. ROSE (South-West) [9.15]: In
gpeaking on the seeondd veading of the Bill
one must take into eonsideration whae ad-
vantage the construction of the railway lo
Dartmoor will he to Western Australia,
Alveady the construction of a number of
ailways has heen anthorised and so I do net
know whether or not to support the huild-
ing of the line under diseussion. It has
heen stated that the rainfall during the past
six vears in the locality in question is all
that is required for wheat growing, but look-
ing hack a little further than six years we
find that there have heen light seasons there,
whilst a few miles further east there was
for a time practically no rain to speak of.
In a portion of the country it is preposed
to serve, the rainfall is very light in some
seasons.  There is one thing in favour of the
arva in question and that is that it is good
sheep country in which water can be oh-
tained at shallow depths. Bores have beewr
put down fo 170 and 180 feet, and adequate
supplies have been obtained. That fact in
itsel£, however, is not suflicient. Then again
with the present up-to-date methods of
transport by motor lerries it is doubtful
whether the railways could keep pace with
them. It would he necessary to insist that
the farmers to he served by the proposed
railway should convey all their produce, he
it wool or wheat, over the railway. In the
past the Government has constructed at
ereat expense many roads running parallel
to the railways. I do not know whether it
is the Government’s intentien to continue
that poliey in the wheat areas. If they do
it will be much cheaper to huild roads than
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to conatruet railway lines even for a com-
paratively short distance of 20 or 30 miles.
We are told that the rails and sleepers to he
used for this line are to be taken from the
-eXisting railway that runs to Horseshoe. The
line is estimated to cost £3,500 s mile, and
that eans that over £60,000 will be in-
volved in the eonstruetion. That is a hnge
amount of money, when we take into eon-
sideration that the rails and sleepers are
practically at elose hand. The line is to he
of the light type. We have had more than one
painful experience of railways eonstructed in
the South«West by day lahonr. The cost
lins invariably exceeded the estimate, and
in fact one line cost from three to four times
the amount for whieh it could have been
huilt by contract. Consequently in regard
to new railways we should insist on ten-
ders heing called.  The Government eonld
ilso submit a tender and compare it with
those suhmitted by private contractors. The
Governinent engineers know that they must
put a high price on the construetion works,
hecuuse of the costly dav labour system. T
guarantee that if all the railways had been
huilt by eontract the eountry would have
saved hundreds of thousands of pounds. The
Railway Department are expected to pav
interest on those lines that have cost per-
Jiaps double the amonnt that was estimated.
How is it possible for the department to
-even balance the ledger let alone show
profit on running when circumstances suel
as those exist? With vespeet to the Dart.
‘moor propesal we should know how many
months of the year the line will be in use.
Already in the North there are lines that
are unprofitable.  They run only once or
twice a week with small loads, and there-
Tore we should he most carveful hefore ex-
tending the railway svstem to make the full-
eat inquiries as to whether we are justifiel
in going to the expense of huilding new
lines. We should certainly have a eommittes
te veport on public works of this deserip-
tion, and the Government would thus have
afdvice upon which to aet before starting
upon the work of constrnetion. My opinion
15 that it would be cheaper to buy out the
settlers it is intended to serve, and place them
on areas in the vicinity of railways already
consiructed. The Chief Sceretary told ns
that there were hetween 700,000 and 800,000
acres that will be hencfited by the construe-
tion of this railway. We lave nat had ox-
pert information as to the cquality of the
wlole of the area to he served, Privately
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I have Leen informed that the country is
excellent for wheat growing. Mr. Hester,
of Bridgetown, told me that he was grently
surprised at what he saw there, and that
he had no idea there was such good eountry
for wheat-growing. That is all very well.
We have in different parts of the State—the
goldfields and the North-West—some of the
finest country in the world for wheat-grow-
ing; but what about the rainfall? If the
rainfall were assured everything would he
well. I have not yet made up my mind as
to whether I shall vote for the construction
of the line; I shall await the Mimster’s re-
ply hefore doing so. I eannot fail to re-
member that we have many miles of unpro-
fitable railways that must be operated, and
that if we had a works committee in exist-
ence to report upon proposed undertaking,
I have no doubt that many of the lines would
never have been constroeted.

On motion by the Honorvary Minister, de-
hate adjourned.

MOTION—RAILWAYS, CAPITAL
ACCOUNT.

To [nquire by Select Committee.

Debate resumed from the Sth August, on
the following motion by Flon. A. Thomson-—

That a select committec he appointed to in-
quire and repott upon the eapital eost of tho
Western Australian Government railways with
a view to reducing the amount upon which the
Commissioner of Railways is expected to find
interest and running costs, and to make such
recommendations as the committec may deem
desirable to eo-ordinate the different transport
gervices uand enable the railways to meet the
competition frem motor and other transport.

HON. ¢. H. WITTENOOM (South-
East) [9.23]: I congratulate Mr. Thomson
on hiz speech in submitting the motion. His
remarks were listened to very attentively by
all hon. members. The subjeet involves one
of the most important problems the State
has to contend with, namely, transport,
which is so necessary for the development of
the Stute. Sowme members in the course of
recent debates have heen criticising the con-
gtruction of light agrienltural railways. Mr,
ITolmes particulatly, not only on the rail-
way Bill that is now being debated by this
House, but in econnection with other propo-
zals, snid that in his opinion some rail-
ways shonld not have heen constructed. He
eriticised severely the Dartmoor proposal.
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Judging from his remarks po railway should
he buile at all, and we were led to believe
that the Government has acted wrongly in
constructing railways during ‘many years
past. '

Hon. J. Nicholson: There is a good deal
of commonzense in that: unless voun have
the mwmex and can show that the railways
will pay, von are only heaping up the debt.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Tid T understand you
to say that I complained ahout too many
railways being built?

Hon, C. H. WITTENOOM: I understood
the hon. member on several oceagions to eri-
ticise the Govermnent For having bhuilt so
many railways.

Hon. J. J. Heolmes: For not having buwiit
them.

Hen, ¢ H. WITTENOOM: There are
several authorised railwivs which T hope, ns
time goes on, will be huilt. YWhen the poliev
of railwax construction was earried out so
actively, times were very different. and no
one anticipated experiencing the depression
that we are going throngh. XNeither did we
expect that the price of wheat and wool
would fall to such & low ligure, It was neces-
sary to open up the country and at that
time whent commanded =omething like 6s.
6d. a bushel. There was every reason why
the railways should be pushed out into the
agrienltural arveas. Tt is all very well to he
wise after the event. T recognise that we
have a tremerdous network of railways for
the population of the State, and that thai
factor = made more difficult hecause of
competition with motor transport. Tn a nnt-
shell, Mr. Thomson’s motion means that the
primary producers are shouldering teo great
a. proportion of the interest on the capital in-
volved in our railway system, wlieh must be
written down. He is quite right. The inter-
est on the amount written off should be the
responsimlity of the taxpavers generally.
That iz what happened in conncetion with the
Group Settlement Scheme, The capitalisation
wis written down and the ifference had
1o he made up by the taxpayers generally,
1 hope that phase will receive endorsement
hy members of this House. The strongest
argument Mr. Thomson advanced was that
one resulg shonld be a rednction in the cost
of farm production. Probabiy this will
be one of the few wavs of making wheat-
growing pav for years to eome. I do not
snggest rhat the farmers could operate move
eronomirally than they are dning at pre-
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~ent, because [ du not think that would be
possible. They live as economically as they
can, work as hard as possible, and pay as
low wages as they ean. I am pleased that
Mr. Thomson has moved this motion again.
He eannot be accused this time of moving it
at too late a stage of the session. This time
he moved it quite early zo that members
have had every opportunity to deal with it.
One of the chief things we must accomplish
i= the reduction of the cost of production.
One eans by which that can be accom-
plished is the imposition of cheaper freight
charges to be paid hy the primary producers.

Hon. J. Nicholson: If you remove that
burden, you will merely have to replace it
in anather way,

Hon. A. Thomson: But not in the same
proporiiom as this operates.

Ton, €. H, WITTEXOOM: Too great a
burden is shouldered by the scetion of the
people least able to carry it. Someone snu-
gested that a Roval Comnmission will eost
too inuch monev.

Hon. J. J. Holmes:
to a seleet comniittee.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOODXM: I it can he
shown that the inquiry, in whuatever form
Mr. Thomson desires, will do something to
help the farmers, then if the seleet com-
mittee should cost o fair amount, I do nol
think it will have sat in vain. I gather that
Mr. Thomson's idea is fo have an ingniry
into the finances and management of fihe
railways. The syvstem is not all that van be
desired and some henefit should be derived
from an inguiry into the methods of man-
spement.  Recentiy I travelled from Yai-
goo, and when we veached Mullewa there
was a stop for 14 howrs.  Instead of arviv-
ing late at Perth, the train was on time,
That shows that something is wrong. Tf it
was s0 casy to make up 1} hours on a run.
that time should he ent off the schedunle. T
have a station in the Murchizon district and
for two vears 1 have found it cheaper fo
send my wool from Wagga to Fremanfle
vin Geraldton and the Midland Railwav.
Although the journex hy the Governmen:
railway was muech shorter, it was more ex-
pensive.  That anomaly has been rectified.
Az a result of the inquiry, the select com-
miftee might be able to show the Govern-
ment how railway lines conld be consirueied
more cheaply. The proposed Dartmoor rail-
way is to cost about £3,250 a mile and [
suppose tf it is constructed by day labour,

The motion refers
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it will cost a gpood deal more. The Den-
mark-Nornalup railway, it will he remem.
hered, enst nearly double the amount of the
-estimate,

Hon. G. W. Miles: Why not hold up the
Yuna-Dartmoor railway and let the eom-
mittee conduet the inquiry?

Hon, C. H. WITTENQOM: T am in fav-
otr of acting on the information supplied
by the Railway Advisory Board, who should
know the position. The Commissioner of
Ratlways is asked to make the railwavs pay
and he has to meet a huge interest hill. 1
think his life must be anything but happy.
Nevertheless, I congratulate the Commis-
sioner on the results he obtained last year.
He has to pay interest on the capitalisation
of about £25,000,000 and the interest bili
tTuns inte something like £096,000. The last
vear’s working showed a profit of £820,000
but the net less was £173,000, which is a
serious position. If the eapitalisation were
written down, that huge inierest bill would
be curtailed and the taxpayers generally
conld shoulder the burden instead of the
tarmers being asked to bear smeh a large
proportion of it. The motor transport eom-
petition is a problem in every eountry to-
day and South Australia seems to have
achieved something like sueeess in eoping
with it. We shall probably have to follow
their example. It Is satisfactory to kmow
that Western Australia recognises that some-
thing must he done. So far the only step
that has been taken has been to imposa
higher license fees on motor trucks. I du
not know of any alternative exeept that sug-
zested by Mr. Thomson for the appointment
of a select committee to investigate the posi-
tion.  Our railways will be necessary for
vears to come and we do not desire to do
away with motor trucks, Attempts have
beenr made to popularise the railwavs hy
means of cheaper fares, hut that has ap-
parently not been suecesstul. If more at.
teniton were given to the comfort of pas-
sengers and increased speed, railway travel
might be more popular. I support the
motion,

On motion hy the Honorarv Minister, de.
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.43 p.m.
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QUESTION—ELECTRICITY SUPPLY,
EFFECT O BREAK-DOWN.

Mr. MeDONALD asked the Minister for
Railways: 1, Would there be any material
disturbance of the electrical serviee if the
targest turbine set now in use at East Perth
power house broke down and became unses-
viceable for, say, one or two months? 2,
{3 he satisfied that there is no danger to he
apprehended to the conlinwous supply of
current necessary for the Perth and Fre-
mantle tramways, Fremanlle harbour eranes,
Midland Junction Workshops, in addition t,
the publie supply required for industries anil
lighting? 3, Is the present plant eapable o
supplying the requirements for the next two
vears? 4, In the event of a serious hreak-
down of the largest turbine, how long would
it take to provide adequnte additional new
plant, estimated from the fime authority was
given to call for tenders until the plant
could he available for service in the power
house? 5, Whai number of units have been
produced from the Basi Perth power house
for the vear ended 30th June last, and for
the previous year ended 30th June, 19329

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re.
plied: 1, Yes, otherwise the unit would not
liave heen provided. 2, Theve is alwaxs 4 pos-
sibility of a hreak-down, but the station has
been able to satisfy reasonable requircinents
during recent vears. 3, This depends on
what the requirements may he. 4, Two-and-
a-half  vears. Flowever, no very serious
break-down has oceccurred during the 20
vears’ existence of the plant, and it is not
unticipated that one will oceur. 5, Year
ended 30th June, 1933, 83,876,410: year
eonded 30th June. 1932, 78,878,520,



